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V77~They are tempted to secure attention by 
violent effort.. j mer e ^ by extravagance of 

exaggerations forcing the note in all directions— 

sul) jec t ,of ! rea, m en , by for g which are 

:;“„d nevt viofon, and never •' shout,” are ap, to 
Trane the notice of all save those few experienced ones who 
are Tare of how the matter stands. In a modern exhibition 
the reserved things often attract no attention at all ; and yet 
it is among them that the best are certain to be found. The 
big picture show is liable to degenerate into a show of big 
pictures, into a competitive rough-and-tumble, wherein the 
striking' pictures jostle each other, and the delicate ones 
produced in solitude, without regard to exhibition conditions, 
get unmercifully “ kicked ” to death or smothered out of 
sight. Such a state of affairs is almost an inducement to 
painters to do their worst, when it is a question of producing 
work intended for an exhibition. 

It might be suggested, therefore, that young people should 
be carefully instructed about this, “ put up ” to the state of 
matters, and cautioned against forming the notion that these 
large frame-to-frame competitive annual exhibitions are the 
best, or anything like the best, that can be done in the way of 
adequately presenting pictures to the public view. Take the 
young people to “one-man-shows,” where never more than 
forty or fifty pictures are to be seen at once, where the placing 
of each with reference to the others is sure to have been more 
or less carefully considered and skilfully carried out, and 
where the effect of Babel, of confusion of tongues, of a 
hundred brass bands all playing different tunes at once, 
can never be encountered. 

lo sum up shortly. Let us remember, and let us impress 
upon our children, that the use of the study of fine art, as it 
may e carried on with the help of exhibitions of works by 
painters lving and dead, is to enable us to gain insight, to 
e contact with our environment in the wide sense, as life 
presented to us in human documents ; to increase our know- 

inrhirU 1 6 sense ex panding our emotional experience by 
horizon'll 1 ’ at ° f ° thers ’ ;md so lo infinitely extend our 

i our particuiar a human 

with the rnr. •• y sympathy, that enables us to share 

of life, its pure!" ufo Ve ° f ^ * ellow ‘ rnortals > not onl y the J oy 
sorrow as well. P * SUTeS and as pirations, but its burdens 


THE MINISTERING CHILDREN’S LEAGUE. 

Ry Florence Montgomery. 

Author of “ Misunderstood ,” “ Thrown Together , " « Transformed , » etc. 

IN saying a few words about the “ Ministering Children’s 
League, I am only going to touch on points connected with 
one side of it: i.e. y the assistance it may be in “promoting 
habits of unselfishness and thoughtfulness for others” among 
children . first, because I think this is such a very valuable 
and helpful part of its aim ; and also because its other 
side, the “ teaching the children of the rich to take an active 
interest in relieving the necessities of the poor,” has, I think, 
been very fully dealt with by others. 

Now it is a sad fact — but facts are stubborn things, and 
have to be faced — that the impulses prompting to evil in a 
child’s nature are generally stronger than those prompting 
to good. As a writer of the day says, “ You may call it 
original sin, or you may call it by its more modern name of 
heredity, but there it is.” Take only the prompting with 
which we are just now concerned. The impulse to selfishness 
is from infancy plainly to be seen. “ It’s mine.” “ Give it 
to me.” “ I want it.” “ It’s my turn.” Are not these familiar 
phrases to anyone familiar with nursery life — the presence 
of that eternal “ /,” which from our birth on into our old age 
seems one of the most difficult things to eradicate from our 
moral constitution. Any effort to assist in arresting this 
state of things from the very first should be welcomed ; and 
this assistance may, I think, be given by the “ Ministering 
Children’s League.” For the habit of thinking for others, 
like all other habits, has to be formed. It does not, unfortu- 
nately, except in a very few rare instances, come natural ). 
We hear a great deal in these days about education. There 
is an eager search everywhere for new and impro\e 
“ systems ” of learning ; but we must not forget that children 
need training as well as education : that it is in eec a par 

of education, and that it cannot be ignored without serious 
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, to the Child himself, but to the well-being and 
loss, not 0,1 y and of society in general, 

happiness of horn ■ h htfu]ne ss for others begin, like 

UasMS Cl It U there, therefore, that they * be 
Seated Now mothers are proverbially unselfish, and for 
Zs very reason are perhaps not the best people to teach 
heh chUdren to be unselfish, at any rate, as regards them- 
ed Anyone will endorse what I say who has seen ,n 
’ homes the schoolboys lolling all over the drawtng.room 
in the best armchairs, while their mother has to content 
herself with any she happens to find unoccupied (generally 
the one furthest away from the fire); or heard a child 
forcing a tired mother to go on reading out loud long after 
her voice is exhausted. Her gentle “ I think, darling, I 
must leave off now : I am getting so dreadfully husky,” only 
met with, “ Oh, no, mother ! Do just finish the chapter : it’s 
only a few pages more,” from the remorseless child. And 
no doubt a mother is placed in rather a difficult position in 
these ways ; for if she insists on her children giving way to 
her comfort in all the little details of every-day life — if she 
turns her boy out of the armchair, and seats herself in it, etc. 
— she runs the risk of her children thinking her selfish, which, 
as example is always better than precept, would of course be 
fatal. In these matters a third person seems to be wanted, 
who would put it into the children’s heads to be unselfish 
and considerate towards their mother. I daresay some 
people w'ould say the father is the proper third person, and 
so no doubt he is; but then he is not always present; and 
even if he is, he is more often than not sitting absorbed in 

his newspaper or book, and is quite oblivious of what is 
going on. 

And here, I think, is one of the ways in which this League 
is able to help. It acts, so to speak, the part of the third 
person, by directing the child’s own attention to unselfishness 

thoughtfulness for others. 44 Evil is wrought by want of 
?'\^ t ’ n most cases ; but ten times more so in the case of 
t 'v, ren ’ , W ? 10 ’ natur ally heedless and thoughtless, require 
ve t eir attention directed to a subject, and their 
a?."l? e r ces r0USed as regards it. All this the League no 


doubt does; and its 


umWcf.* A ■ a m is so simple that any child can 

understand „ at once. I, s initials , M P c> L forn ( ing as they 
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do the first letters of the motto “ Mvself i .» 

whole thing into a nutshell. And in th PUtS the 

others I would include as of g reat " ^ \ Con Ration for 
consideration for the feelings of others. *" ^ hablt of 

How much happier homes would be in after i?& -r u . 
habit were always inculcated ! The child who - f ^ 
present ungratefully and ungraciously ; who throws cold 
water on the effort made to please him ; who repels the 
little suggestion for his amusement ; will very likely grow 
up into a surly man or woman, who is perpetually hurting 
the feelings of those with whom he or she lives, and chilling 
the atmosphere all round them. “ It is always more gracious 
to accept than to refuse ” is not at all a bad precept on which 
to bring children up; and from the first they should be 
checked when they meet a present, an offer, or a plan, with 
“ I don’t want that ” ; “I don’t like that ” ; “I don’t want to 
do that, etc., etc. These things seem trifling ; but it is after 
all trifles that make up, not only the sum of human existence, 
but the sum of human happiness, above all, the happiness of 
home-life. 

Grown-up sons with bad manners to their mothers, husbands 
with rough and morose manners to their wives, might have 
been very different had they had a little more training in 
their childhood as to the sensitive feelings of others, and 
been taught a little more care in not wounding them by 
discourtesy and unkindness. And since “everyone can in 
his daily course, if he will, shed round him almost a Heaven,” 
it does seem a pity that in so many homes, the atmosphere 
shed around should be such a very different one. We hear 
a great deal now of undutiful daughters, and of the deter- 
mined 44 independence/' which is, after all, only another form 
of selfishness. To them the above remark will equally apply. 
And then another fact which has to be faced. In these 
restless days, the early training of children cannot, and does 
not, rest with the mother so entirely as it used to do. It 
must perforce devolve upon others, for the simple reason that 
the mother is so much more away from home. 

That there are, unhappily, selfish and indifferent mothers, 
whose only thought is their own pleasure and amusement, we 
all know too well ; but it is not of them that I would spea 
Away or at home, it would make no difference to the chi ren, 
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, j nrobably be playing bridge with their friends i n 
they would pr b J the * chi]dren - s hour ”). But even with 
the drawing- would not for WO rlds class with such, the 


mothers whom we 

question is is so e asy, travelling so cheap, the 


much “ What is the mother ? ” but 
is so easy, travelling so cheap, the 
insistent, that people who some years 


“ Where ? 

SowouM have S gone to Brighton “ for a little sun " now go 
to the Riviera ; those who would have gone to the Rtvifcra go 
to Algiers or Cairo ; and those who would have gone to 
Algiers or Cairo go to India, North America, or Japan. 

Then, too, the “week-end” visit has destroyed the 
children’s Sunday, which used to be spent with their parents, 
and is now spent with the nurse or the governess. You have 
only to attend a children’s service in London to see the 
change. A few years ago young mothers always brought 
their children themselves (and what a pretty sight it was !), 
whereas now you will see them come in most cases with the 
nurse or the governess. I do not say the mother can help it ; 
she has her husband to think of, and he likes to travel and 
visit, etc. I am not concerned with causes — only with results ; 
and the result ot the restlessness of parents is that the 
children are left alone with nurses or governesses for long, 
long spaces at a time. They thus often become the early 
influence in the child’s life to a great extent instead of, or at 
any rate almost as much as, the mother. 

What a help some outside guidance must be to them ; 
putting ideas into their heads as to the training of the 
children left in their charge, and giving them encouragement 
in carrying them out, by the feeling of how many others 

are working with them for the same ends, and on the same 
lines. 

For L Union fait la force” ; and many a solitary young 
governess in her isolated schoolroom at the top of some big 
country house, with the consciousness heavy upon her of the 
emptiness and silence of all below, of the untenanted rooms 
with their shrouded furniture, with no one to talk over her 
in h at the end of the day, no help or sympathy 

y. f r ** y and °^ ten anxious and difficult task, might have 
vuidpri t? ^^S^ened, her spirits cheered, and her thoughts 
ChildrA »^t ein ^ ^ n hed to a society like the “ Ministering 
Jea gue, and so carry out all the more effectually 
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longed absences, valuable time would not be wasted f°' 

childhood is short, it fleets rapidly awav and tb* * d ’ - f 
ii . -r i • ^ * <tway, and there is no time 

to be lost if early impressions are to be made 

And I would end by urging on all young mothers the 
supreme importance of early impressions, for from their 
influence hardly anyone, let him live as long as he may ever 
completely shakes himself free. How strongly this comes 
out in biographies and autobiographies all readers of “ Lives” 
know. Man after man bears testimony in his “ Recollections ” 
to the value of the impression made upon him in his child- 
hood by his mother’s teaching and influence. What is learnt 
at a good mother’s knee clings even to the most hardened. 
He may go astray all his life, and her teaching may seem to 
lie dormant or dead, but oftentimes it comes back to him at 
the last, and with the dew of the early morning of his life 
still upon it. 

‘'You may break, you may shatter the vase if you will, 

But the scent of the roses will cling round it still. ” 


Note. — All information about M.C.L., its Aims, Methods and History, will gladly 
be given by the Secretary, Mrs. Philip. Address— 83, Lancaster Gate, W. 


